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A Preliminary Study on the New words of Indigenous

Languages in Taiwan

Abstract

This study is trying to find out the formation rules new wordsare coined in Formosan
languages(Tang1989), according to their morpho-syntactic forms and semantic
meanings. Based on a descriptive approach, the strategies to do word coinage in
Formosan languages can be generalized as followed: borrowing strategies
(transliteration, metaphrase), rhetoric strategies (description, antonym, metaphor, and
metonymy) and semantic strategies (intention, extension), etc. As for their
morpho-syntactic structures, they can be compound words, complexed words, serial
verbs, or words with derivational affixes. Compounding and derivation are the two

most productive means for syntactically coining the new words.

Key words: new words, word formation strategies, Indigenous Languages in Taiwan
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